Collector ups the ante over visual impact of wind farm 
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Real estate agents may pitch it as a quiet country village, but Collector residents are getting loud about the prospect of up to 80 wind turbines being constructed nearby. Transfield Services submitted a project application last month for the $400million development, to be 55km north-east of Canberra, and have since been dealing with citizens' unease about the visual impact of turbines up to 150m tall. 
Collector Historical Society secretary Frank Ross said it was a major concern for the village of 329 residents, which boasts the heritage-listed Bushranger Hotel. ''The historic aspects of the town are its best aspects for development,'' Mr Ross said. ''One [concern] is the visual amenities for the townspeople.

The town actually faces all along the ridge there.'' With many locals still reeling from the loss of the Collector Creek Bridge, the old timber structure demolished by Upper Lachlan Shire Council earlier this year, residents such as Rod Pahl have been left to note the irony in simultaneous announcements on heritage listings and major developments. ''If Ben Hall was here today, he'd look up on the hill and see 80 turbines,'' Mr Pahl said. ''There's a lot of this that will just be disrupted and it's one of the impacts that people just overlook.'' 
Mr Pahl was one of the 100 residents that attended Transfield Services' community open house early this month, where he manned a table outside the Collector Memorial Hall marked ''Concerned''. 
''I think the biggest concern for us is there's been too much focus by the NSW Government and by the developers on community consultation rather than generally contributing back to the communities they disrupt with wind farms,'' he said. 
''The idea generally is a one-for- one every dollar that these landholders get, another dollar goes to the community. That's really about giving the community a fair go. ''There's a real sense of lack of fairness when it comes down to local communities.'' 
Transfield Services' project manager Nick Valentine said that any community contributions would be based on preceding projects, such as the nearby Cullerin Wind Farm. ''We envisage the level of contribution will be in that order,'' 
Mr Valentine said. Mr Valentine met with local government representatives last week, where he said concerns echoed those of the community. ''The issues appear to be around the community contribution,'' he said. 
''The aviation lighting is obviously a significant issue for people, and the general visual impact.'' 
The village's online forum, The Collector Voice, had postings such as, ''I didn't invest my life savings out here to live in a factory,'' and, ''Collector will get absolutely nothing out of this. Except devalued properties''. There were supporters, with one poster noting possible ''financial remuneration for individuals and improved services and amenity for the community.'' 
A preliminary environmental assessment for the wind farm listed nine examples of endangered flora and fauna across the 3300ha site.
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