Collector and District Historical Association Inc (CDHA)

Councillors: John Shaw, James Wheelwright, Malcolm Barlow, Sandra Bill, Michael Coley, Paul Culhane, Brian McCormack, Michael Mayoh, Brian Moloney
c/- John Bell

General Manager

Upper Lachlan Shire Council 
CROOKWELL NSW 
Dear Councillors,
Re: Collector Creek culvert proposal and effect on adjacent houses, land and amenity
As you are aware, this matter is arousing increasing concern amongst many people in the region and beyond.  It is already the subject of attention from Government and other authorities in Sydney and Queanbeyan, of media articles, professional persons with qualifications relevant to the issues involved and many other people across the State who have a high regard for the history and beauty of this entrance to Collector.

The escalation of this concern has not been assisted by the minimal consultation with the community on this proposal. An example which highlights this lack of consultation is that a diagram or picture of the proposed works has never been provided despite many requests by members of the community.  In this context, the present proposal of Works and Operations Branch of Council to demolish the 130 year old Collector Bridge, dig up and lower 200 metres of adjacent road and install a low level culvert which reduces the stream bed from 45 m to 7.5m while having serious safety, flooding and amenity issues, is regarded as unacceptable and an invitation to litigation

The Collector and District Historical Association considered this matter at its meeting of 26 May 2010. It unanimously endorsed the following motion:

 The Collector and District Historical Association requests Council: 

· respect the 50 years experience of pioneers from the 1830’s to1880’s which led to the bridge and associated roadworks being at their present levels;

· respect the 130 years experience of subsequent residents with floods which have  demonstrated that the present bridge and roadworks levels are correct;

· maintain the heritage and tourist amenity of this entrance to the town; 

· acknowledge the finding of its own Cardno Forbes Rigby flood study which endorses the present height as being appropriate for dealing with floods (page 10, para 4); and 

· builds a replacement structure over Collector Creek which is a similar level to  the current bridge and maintains the road on either side at the current levels.  

Yours sincerely

Frank Ross

Secretary

9 June 2010
Collector and District Historical Association Inc
22 Church Street COLLECTOR NSW 2581
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